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Envoys Kept Informed, CIA Chief Says

By George Lardner Jr.
Washington Post Staff Writer oL
Central Intelligence Agency Direc-
tor Stansfield Turner said yesterday
that U.S. ambassadors are better in-
formed than ever about CIA opera-
tions abrgad, but he insisted that they
still don't need to know all the details,
Testifying before the House Intelli- -
gence oversight subcommittee, Turner -
said that in maost cases, the CIA will
withhold the identity of its sources
and the names of its agents, g

" ¢In order to protect mformatlon
you must ' sometimes dissimulate”,
.Turner said, but that, he emphasized,
=, “takes training.” -
" Turner made his remarks under
< questioning by Aspin about the extent
.+ of CIA compliance with a directive
from President Carter making the
 American ambassador the person in
charge of all US. operations in a
given. country. The Wisconsin com
gressman cited reports that the CIA

»tive.
T¢1 say to you, sir, that lhat’s balder—

“It's not because we don’t trust the
ambassador,” ‘the CIA. director de-
clared. But under what he wryly
‘called “Turner’s Law,” he said that
thoy danger of leaks increases 'in
“g¢ ymetrlc proportion” to the number -
of ; :ople who know a particular se-
cret. .

*Espncially hazardous, Turner indi-
vas the prospect of an ambassa-

dor ma.:ing some giveaway slip of Lec-
ognition on greetmg a toreign ppinis-
 fer in_a e iving line when the am-
Bassador j-iiows the minister to be a
CIA “asset.’
“We've h 4 instances of this” the
CIA ichief told the subcommittee
headed by Re n. Les Aspin (D-Wis).

. have become more, -not_less, candid
with their ambassadors. While' some
information might be held back from
an ambassador, Turner said: .

“It doesn’t mean he’s not in charge.

According to the CIA director,
there is no rule dictating that a U.S.

the CIA is doing--and no rule against
it either.

“That’s a matter for negotiation be-

" iween the ambassador and the chief

dash,” Turner protested. Under an"
agreement he signed  with' Secretary: '
of State Cyrus. R.'Vance-last -spring, -

he said, -CIA stdtion chiefs abroad

o e doesn’t need all the de-
tails to be in Charge. .

ambassador must be told everything -

: may have been hedgmg on. that dlrec- I

“ambassador
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of station,” Turhef told the subcom-
mittee. "The chief of station either vo-

~ lunteers or he doesn’t volunteer . . .

the ambassador either asks or he
doesn’t ask.” .

Disputes over how much informa-
tion to share are supposed to be set-
tled by Vance and Turner, but the
CIA directar said none has reached
that stage. Only one or two ambassa-
dors ‘abroad have voiced any com-
plaints, he added.

- :“Some ambassadors are Ver.v posses—. :

sive,” Turner said in an unusually de-
tailed accounting of the persistent ri-

. valries within U.S. embassies around

the world. Ogcasionally,” he said, an

assessments to. be  sent back. to
Washington. The CIA has refused

_to go along, the subcommlttee was
told.

“I can't accept that ” Turner testi-
fied"He sa € wants, and demands,
separate assessments from hls CIA
missions, [ RENH

Most of the momlnglong hearing

was devoted to Turner’s promulgation -

last Nov. 30 of, néw rules’ governing
the CTA s Telatioriships with U.S. news
media. They prohibit the CIA ifrom
approaching Journalists accredited by

e

e e e MM‘MW,-_..,._ -

ill -insist on exclusive .
- control over the Dolitical intelligence

15-6

—»«-M.,Ww‘,»_ .

'

a US. outlet “f con-
Wm1rng&ce 'lftlvmcq ”

alions forbid
the CIA from askmg “even a willing
journalist to seek out or furnish par-
ticular information or assistance.”
“A U.S. media representative, under
these regulations, could quite legally
work for the KGB, but not for me.”
the CIA director told Rep. Johh M,
Ashbreok (R-Ohio) at one point, -,
Turner acknowledged that the Tules
do not cover foreign-owned news scrv-
ices, such as Reuter, with outlets here
‘ar.greanjzations such as the former
US, Information Service or Radio
Free Europe. In addition, the rules
govern only the CIA and not other
US intelligence agencies.

* Critics have charged that the rules
are loaded with loopholes, including
one permitting Turner to make any
exception he deems necessary, but the
CIA director said he has yet to use
the “escape clause.”

Rep. Wyche Fowler Jr. (D-Ga.) said
he thought Turner had done “an ex-
traordinary job” in protecting Ameri-
can journalists from temptation, espe»»
cially the hungrier ones,

“As we all know, except for Wash-
ington,” Fowler said, “most journal-
ists are hungry. Up here, they loosen
their belts after lunch.” |

T e
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Adm. Stansfield Turner, Director

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D. C. 20505

Dear Admiral Turner:

Last week we wrote to President Carter requesting that we be
fully informed as to the veracity of allegations in an article ap-
pearing in the May issue of Qutside magazine that the CIA placed nuclear-
powered monitoring stations in India for surveillance of Chinese nuclear
weapons tests in the 1960's. A copy of our letter and the article were
sent to you.

The President's Assistant for National Security Affairs has in-
formed us that you have been assigned responsibility by the President
for the investigation into this matter and that you have already begun
informing the Select Committees on Intelligence. A copy of his letter
is enclosed.

We request that you inform us fully of the facts in the case.
This is all the more important now because of the apparent conflict
between statements contained in the Outside article and those in the
speech of Prime Minister Desai to the Indian Parliament on Monday,
April 17th (also enclosed).

Our staffs will be in contact with your office shortly to set
up a meeting in the near future so that you can apprise us of the facts
of the situation.

Sincerely,
/Aé€242§;2¢4/7 Cf» 52%2223f224~
/dohn D. Dingell > Richard L. Ottinger

Member of Congress Member of Congress

RLO:nm
Enclosures

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS
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THE WHITE HOUSE éf"/r; 7
WASHINGTON : f?ip
iz
April 17, 1978
|
Dear Congressman Ottinger:

Your letter to the President of April 12,

1978 has been referred to the Director of
Central Intelligence. He has already begun

the process of reporting to the House Permanent
Select Committee on Intelligence on the
questions you pose..

Sincerely,

A8

Zbigniew Brzezinski

The Honorable Richard L. Ottinger
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 18 ?\97@*

STATEMENT I THE PARLTIAMEUT CT INDIA BY
PRIME MINISTER MORARJI DESAT ON APPTL 17
N PLANTING OF A NUCLEAR DEVICE TI17 THEL BTMATAVAC

The Honourable Members are quite understandably
exercised over the reports that have appeared here based
on a news item which appeared in the United States about
the attempt to locate a nuclear fuelled power-pack cn the
heights of Nanda DJevi. Failure in this attempt has raisecd
just apprehensions about the possibility of contaminaticn
of waters of our sacred river Ganga. I can assure the
Touse that zll of us share this concern of the Honourabic

Members as well as the people at large at the possible

hazard to our environment anc pecdle.

The Fcouse is aware that as soon as these reports

czme to our zttention we expressed our grave concern to

+he US authorities and have subsequently been in touch with
them in HYew Delhi and in Washington. e have also made

~horcugh enguiries at our end to obtein as complete deteils

as possible in the last few days. Tn the light of the
international sitvation prevailing at that time and the

scigntific develeronents which were taldng place both far
cnd near, it was decided by the Govermment of Tndia and

rhe Covernment of the United States at the highest level

with thne object of securine information about the missile

-dinels | a mountaineering expedition
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height of 25000 feet. .

When the expedition was asproaching the summit,
it was overtaken by a blizzard which made further ascent:
impossible and facing fatal hazards to the party, thev were
obliged to retreat to the lowér cémp at a heisht cf 25 thousanc
feet. In precipitate descent under very trying and exactin

conditions, they had to leave the power-pack securely cachec.

5 =%

~ith the conslaught of winter, no attempt to locate and retrieve

the device was irmediately possible and had to be postponed.
“mcther expedition was mounted in fay 1966 that is, in the
“ollewing Spring with the intention of retrieving andé
installing the device, Howvever, the ewxpeditinn partv on

crrival at the area discovered that a major avalanche had

-

rez and the device could not be located.
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very atiempt was made by ground end aerial search aided by
supersensitive scientific ecuinment to trace the power-pack,

trt these 2ffcrts proved in vain. After all such attemnts the

scizsntiscs, was that if power-paci:c had broken, it would have
seen detected through these means and likelihood was that the

ceezulles soth on o greound and ty helicopters vere orzanised

coerToLves o L lde wren wod continued till late 1963
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but without the equipment being sigiated cr detectel

by scientific means.

Simultaneously, samples of water were taken
up to 1970 and were under observation for some‘years
but no trace of contamination was detected. In 1967,
a new device was taken to the same area and was dul-
installed on a neighbouring peak, This functioned
normally for a while but'was.removed subsequently in
1968 and the equipment was returned to the United
States. These operations as I said were apparently
carried out predominantly by Incdian personnel but
under the joint auspices and were in the know of and
with the approval at the highest political level of

the Government of India at that time.

After the news appeared a few days ago, we
have assembled the relevant details and the backzround
of these expeditions with reference to available record
and in consultation with both US Governnment and Indian

Departments who were involved in this project.

We have tried to get as much technical informa-
ticn abtout the device 2s was possible. According to
the information obtained and published literature on the
subject, the device comprised of a power system energised
ov Zwo to three pounds of nlutonium 233 metal alloy vhich

4

iz centalnec Lo osceveral coubly encapsulated leaktight
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are made J) twenty nffgneter é% Jﬁf% nca \ P

tory metal. Primary function of tentalum Is to ianiBiy

corrosive action of plutonium fuel.Theouter capsules

are of nickel alloy having high strength zad tempex ature
resistant properties. The capsules are encased in <
graphite heat block which along with thermo electricel
modules in turn is encased in a cylindrical aluminiun
casing which is fourteen inches in diameter and thirteex
inches high. The total ﬁeigﬁt of the entire assembiv

was 32 pounds.

Accorcing t§ the records, it is clear that at
tkat time all aspects of safety including possible
hezards to operating hands and the general public were
“aken into account and the conclusion was reached that
no undue hazard existed. Tests wnhich have been
cerried out Dy the United States indicate that even
rnder extremely unlikely conditions of complete instan-

toneous fuel expeosure to water, there is little if anv

nossibility of nollution attaining unsafe limits. tle
understand that even in such an unlikely eventuality

a flow of 3000 gallens per dayv would itself dilute the
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environnental hazards.

Notwithstanding the safety factor in desigr
and results of phyvsical search and scientilfic detecticn
now that our government's attention has been drawn toc it
wve are making renewed efforts to make ourselves triplw
sure. It is proposed to appoint a committee of sgcientists
to study and assess the problem and with the helv of &ll
possible expert advice to recommend such further acticn a5
ray be considered necessarv to safeguard égainst future
hazards to enviromnent and to the people. Ve have taker
irmecdiate action to obtain fresh semples of water from

upper reaches,

As I mentioned, we have been in touch with Americen
Covernment. The US authorities had provided technical
details, scientific cooperation end sophisticated ecuicment

at the time when search operations for the missing power-pack

vvere Seing made in the surmer of 1966.

.~

i'r. Speaker, I can recall the critical situaticn

,
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h wve were faced during those days of concern, appre-
hensicn znd anxiety. The authorities concerned in

the highest level assessed the situation in terms of

O

certain nrecaucicnary and effective devices to identify

the varicus threats and contingencies and cdecided upon
the measures which T have cutlined zbhove. It is clear

"rTom The records that ss far as human egencies could provide
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unfortunate that the neture intervened tc pvresent for
the future as we now find it a continuine source ¢’

apprehension and anxiety,

Powever, as far as 1 see no cause of elarz
on grounds of health or ecnvironmentel
Incdirect evidence so far is that safety precautions
buils into the power pack may be as effective as heas
been claimed and if so pellution effects may not take

-

ng that none have

e

place in future. It is gratify
been detected so far. I would also like to assurc
the Eouse that to our knowiedge no other device of

this kind exists on Indian soil and no such operations

-

1 carry potential national hazards would be permittecd

(.

alaatoltalt.
v evaiiy
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